Chapter 23

Definite Article, and Odds ‘n Ends

23.1 O, which we usually call the Greek “definite article” or just the “article,” is much more than the
word “the.” It actually has one of the widest ranges of meaning of all Greek words.

23.2  The function of 0 is not to make something definite that would otherwise be indefinite. This is a
common mistake in exegesis. We have already seen O used in the first three situations below.

23.3 O can function as the definite article.

Luke 5:33 ol pobnrol Todvvov VNOTEVOVGY LKV

the disciples of John fast often

The disciples of John often fast.

234  Greek uses O when English does not use the definite article, such as with proper names.

e

Matt 3:15 damokpibeig o8 0 ‘Incoig einev TPOG avTOV

answering but the Jesus said to him

NASB: But Jesus answering said to him

235  Greek doesn’t use 0 when English requires the definite article, in which case the translator can
add it back in. This is especially true in prepositional phrases.
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John 1:1 ‘Ev apyfi nv o Aoyoc

in beginning was the Word

NIV: In the beginning was the Word.

236 O can also function as a grammatical marker, for example showing that the following word
modifies the previous word. | will discuss this in the next chapter.

Mark 8:38 peTd v ayyélmv v aylov.

with the angels the holy

with the holy angels

237 0 can function as a personal pronoun.
Matt 0 P elnev adToic® 0K avéyvote Tl émoinoev Aovid
12:3
the but said tothem  not youread what did David
But he said to them, “Have you not read what David did?”
Luke 5:3301 8¢ ginov  mpog o TOV
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the and said to him

NASB: And they said to Him

23.8 0 can function as a possessive pronoun.

Eph 5:25 O1 dvopeg, ayomdte TOG YOVATKOG

the men lovel the wives

NASB: Husbands, love your wives.

239 Sometimes O functions with a word or phrase, in essence turning the construction into a
substantive or a modifier.

Matt 5:3 Maoaxképrot ol TTOYO0l TG TVELLLATL

blessed the poor in spirit

Blessed are the poor in spirit.

nmToyoti is an adjective functioning with ot as a noun.

Matt 2:2 o0 goTv 0 teyBeig Bactievg TV
‘Tovdaiwv;
where is the being born king of the Jews
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Where is the one who is born King of the Jews?

texBeic is a participle functioning with 6 as a noun.

Luke 7:32 Spotoi giow mowdiolg  1oig év ayopd KaOnuévolg

like they are children who in marketplace sitting

NASB: They are like children who sit in the market place.

NIV: They are like children sitting in the marketplace.

101G ... kafnpévoig is functioning as a noun, and is modified by the prepositional
phrase &v dyopq.

As | have said before, don’t be surprised to find a lot of flexibility in translating .

Subject and Predicate

23.16

23.17

23.18

A sentence can be broken into two basic parts, the subject and the predicate. (I am sorry we
don’t have a different word than “subject” since it gets confused with the “subject” of the verb,
but nobody checked with me when these grammatical terms were created!)

The subject is the subject of the main verb and anything that modifies it. Consider this sentence.

The great big dog lying under the table is licking my toes.

“Dog” is the subject of the verb “is licking,” and “The great big dog lying under the table” is
considered the subject of the entire sentence.

The predicate is everything else, including the main verb. In the sentence above, “is licking my
toes” is the predicate. It contains the verb “is licking,” the direct object “toes,” and an adjectival
modifier “my.”
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Types of Sentences

23.19 There are different types of sentences, grammatically. A simple sentence has one subject and

one verb.
| love Greek!

The subject and/or the verb can be compound.
Kiersten and | love Greek and Hebrew.

2320 A compound sentence has two or more independent clauses connected with a
coordinating conjunction or punctuation.

Kiersten loves Greek and Tyler loves Hebrew.

Kiersten loves Greek; Tyler loves Hebrew.

23.21 A complex sentence has one independent clauses and one (or more) dependent clauses.
Whenever | think back to Hebrew class, | start to sweat.
23.22 A compound-complex sentence has two (or more) independent clauses and one (or more)
dependent clauses.
| went to class and Hayden went home because he was tired.
23.23 Greek is a hypotactic language. This means that it tends toward having a main clause with a
series of dependent clauses or participial phrases modifying it. This is opposed to a language like
English and to a greater degree Hebrew, which are paratactic. These languages are more linear,
tending to link one independent clause to the next with coordinating conjunctions such as “and”
and “but.” Greek narrative tends to be more paratactic, especially John, but not Paul.
This is why understanding clauses and phrases and how they relate to each other is so
important; it is a reflection of the way the language is written.
Word order
23.24 It is difficult to speak of “normal” Greek word order, since most Greek sentences do not follow
it. But in a general sense, the normal word order is conjunction, verb, subject, object.
23.25 Why would a Greek speaker alter the order? Mostly for emphasis. If they wanted to emphasize a

word, they would tend to move it to an “unusual” location, normally forward in the sentence.
Sometimes English can translate the nuance of the word order, but normally not. What is the
point of the word order here?
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1Tim 2:4 névtog avBpdToLg 0éker ocwofval

all people he wishes to be saved

ESV: [God] desires all people to be saved.

Eph 2:8 Ti YOp xoprri éote 0ECMOUEVOL

by for grace you are having been saved

NASB: For by grace you have been saved.

NIV: For it is by grace you have been saved.
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Greek Adjective

244  Greek adjectives are not always right before the noun as in English. Because reverse interlinears
follow English order, this has not been an issue for you. But because Functional Greek uses
Greek-English interlinears, you need to understand the basics of what is happening with Greek

adjectives.
245  There are two grammatical terms you need to know.
B If a word is preceded by 0, we say the word is articular.
B If a word is not preceded by 0, we say the word is anarthrous.
Attributive adjectives tend to be articular; predicate adjectives are anarthrous.

24.6 First Attributive Postion. Greek can use adjectives in the order article-modifier—

substantive.

Phil 1:15  &mo g TPMOTNG nuépag dypt 0D viv

from the first day until the now

from the first day until now

It is easy to see that TAG TPWING NUEPAS means “the first day,” with TAG meaning “the,” TPWING
being the adjective, and APEPAG the noun. It is easy because this is how English does it.

24,7  Second Attributive Postion. Greek often lists the adjective in the order article-noun-article—

adjective.

Eph 4:30 10 mvedpo 10 dylov

the spirit the holy

The Holy Spirit
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Greek could write “the Holy Spirit” or “the Spirit the Holy” with no significant difference in
meaning. In IRU these two phrases have been listed like this.

the Holy Spirit

10 .10 Gylov. Tveb o
a.ash n.asn
41 4460

As you can see, | kept the second article with its adjective. But from now on you will see the
Greek word order.

What these two attributive positions have in common is that the attributive adjective is articular
in both.

24.8 Predicate Position. As in English, the Greek anarthrous adjective can be in the predicate, and
there does not have to be an explicit verb in the Greek sentence (although there may be). The
translator will have added the verb, normally a form of the verb “to be.”

Matt 7:13 mhotelo 1 woAn Kol €0pOY®POC 1N 080¢

wide the gate and easy the way

The gate is wide and the way is easy.

The first predicate position is adjective-article-noun.
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Matt 5:9

pokdplot ot gipnvomotoi

blessed the peacemakers

Blessed are the peacemakers.

The second predicate position is article-noun—adjective.

Matt 5:12 yoipete Kol ayaAldode Ot 0 wobog  vudv

’

rejoice and be glad for thereward  your

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great.

John 3:33 0 0g0¢ aANONC £6TIV.
God is true
God is true.

Substantival

249  Greek adjectives can function substantivally. Their gender and number are determined by the

TOAVG

great

word they stand for; their case is determined by their function in the sentence.

It is often necessary to add a word to the translation to make sense of this usage, and it is
usually clear from context what word needs to be added. In Matthew 1:19, &ikaiog is an
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adjective meaning “righteous.” If the translator’s sense of English wants to treat the adjective
substantivally, you need to add a word like “man.”

Matt 1:19 Toone o 0 avip aTHG, dikanog v

Joseph but the husband of her righteous being

NIV 1984: Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man

NLT: Joseph, her fiancé, was a good man.

2410 The most famous example of a possible substantival adjective is from the Lord’s Prayer. The
guestion is, are we to pray that we be delivered from evil, or from the evil one, i.e., Satan?

|”

TovnpoU is an adjective meaning “evi

Matt 6:13 pooat NUog amo 100 ToVNPOD

deliver us from the evil

NASB: Deliver us from evil.

NIV: Deliver us from the evil one.

In adding “one,” the NIV is not adding to Scripture. This is simply how language functions, and
these words are often necessary if you are going to say in one language what was said in
another.

Anarthrous
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2411 Sometimes both the noun and the adjective will be anarthrous; there will be no article helping

you see if the adjective is functioning as an attributive, substantive, or predicate

situation, let context be your guide. What fits the context?

Matt 3:15  mpénov gotiv nuiv mnpdooar  TAcOV

fitting itis for us to fulfill all

It is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.

maoav is giving an attribute of ducotocvvny.

Luke Emav 0¢ Tovmpog 1, Kol 10 GOUG  GOL

when but bad is and thebody  your

ESV: But when it is bad, your body is full of darkness.

SKa10GVVV.

righteousness

OKOTEWVOV

darkness

Context shows that okotewdv is in the predicate, with cdpd as the subject.

. In this
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M or phology

271

27.2

27.3

nom sg

gen sg

dat sg

acc sg

n/v pl

gen pl

dat pl

acc pl

“Morphology” refers to how Greek actually forms a word. In our approach, you have not needed
to memorize all these rules and paradigms, but in Functional Greek | thought it would be helpful
to at least show you some of the patterns so you could theoretically understand what is
happening. These rules and paradigms do not need to be memorized, and there is more
morphological information that you can download from the online class.

A morpheme is the smallest amount of information in a word. For a noun, the root (e.g., Aoyo)
and the case ending (e.g., V) are two morphemes that together form the inflected form Adyov.

A declension is a basic pattern for inflecting a noun or adjective. There are three basic patterns
for nouns, with many subpatterns of each. Declensions have only to do with form; they have no
effect on meaning. Here are some sample paradigms of nouns.

dpa AOYOC olpg dvopa
dpog AbyoL COPKOG OVOUATOG
dpa AOY® oapki ovouatt
dpav Abyov ohpKa dvopa
OpoiL Loyot GOpPKEC dvopoTa
wpdV AOy@V COpPKAV ovoudTov
dpog Loyoig cap&iv ovopac(v)
dpag Adyovug obpKag ovouato
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Four or Eight Cases

274

27.6

277

In years past there has been a debate as to whether there are four or eight cases in Greek. You
may see remnants of this discussion in the commentaries so | thought | should summarize the
issues.

275 There are four distinct forms of words in the Greek noun system, and the argument
(among others) is that form should be the deciding factor: nominative, accusative, dative, and
genitive.

Others have argued that there are eight distinct ideas, and form should take a back seat to
meaning. In this arrangement, the genitive and ablative have the same form (e.g., 8¢00), but the
genitive is the basic idea of “of,” and the basic idea of the ablative is “from.” “Of God” and “from
God.”

Likewise, what we have been calling the dative can actually be broken down into three basic
ideas: “to” (dative, indicating personal interest or reference/respect), “in” (locative), and “by”
(instrumental).

The four case system has won the day, partially because there are many more uses of the case
system than eight. Form wins over function, and | think in this case that is a good decision (pun
intended).

Vocative

27.8

In the four case system, there technically is a fifth case, although it is so similar to the
nominative in form (and in some ways, in function) that we still speak of the “four” cases in
Greek. The vocative is the case of direct address. When speaking directly to a person, the word
used is in the vocative (simple address). In the eight case system, the vocative is the eighth case.

Rev 22:20 &pyov KOple ‘Incod.

come Lord Jesus

Come, Lord Jesus!

KOpie represents one of the few forms (second declension singular) in
which the vocative is distinctly different from the nominative, which

Mounce, W. D. (2013). Greek for the Rest of Us: The Essentials of Biblical Greek, Second Edition. Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Page 13. Exported from Logos Bible Software, 5:26 PM March 07, 2018.



https://www.logos.com/
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Re22.20

would be kdprog.

27.9 &)may be included if there is deep emotion or emphasis (emphatic address).

Matt 6 Incodc eimev avTi, ® yovay, peyéAn  cov N mioTig
15:28

Jesus said to her (@) woman great your the faith

ESV: Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith!”

NET: Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, your faith is great!”

Nominative

27.10 In most instances, the nominative is used in place of the vocative (nominative for vocative).

Luke 8:54 1N maic, Eyeipe

Child arise

NIV: My child, get up!

Accusative

2711 It is common for Greek to drop a verb’s direct object, and English translators must add them
back in (since English doesn’t allow this, for the most part).

Mounce, W. D. (2013). Greek for the Rest of Us: The Essentials of Biblical Greek, Second Edition. Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

Page 14. Exported from Logos Bible Software, 5:26 PM March 07, 2018.



https://www.logos.com/
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Mt15.28
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Mt15.28
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Lk8.54

1Peti:8 ov 00K idovteg Gryomate

whom not seeing you love

NIV: Though you have not seen him, you love him.

KJV: Whom having not seen, ye love.

The implied direct object of “you love” is the “whom” in the first part of the
sentence.

Translations rarely (if ever) indicate in the footnotes when they add in the direct object; it is too
common of an occurrence. It often happens when there is a parallelism in the sentence, and
words from the first half are assumed in the second.

You have not seen him.
You love him.
27.12 The accusative can behave as an adverb, modifying the verb (measure, adverbial, manner).

Matt 6:33 Inteite TPOTOV v Pacteiay  TOD Ogod

seek first the kingdom of God

Seek first the kingdom of God.

npdtov is technically an adjective, but here it is functioning as an adverb.

2713  When used with time designations, the accusative is used to indicate length of time
(accusative of time how long). This is a subcategory of the adverbial accusative.
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Mark 1:13Mv év M) épU Ttecoepdronuépag  melpalope Ko TOD

vIQ VoG cotava
he was in thedesert  forty days being by Satan
tempted

He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan.

Matt 20:6 i ®de éotnKote  OANV v nuépav apyoi;

why here stand entire the day idle

Why are you standing here idle all day?

When | was learning Greek, we called this the “accusative of time how long,” to keep it separate
from the “dative of time when.”

Dative

27.14 Some verbs take a direct object in the dative. If you think through the meaning of the verb, you
will often see why this makes sense.

Lk17:16 &mecev  émi TPOCHOTOV TPl To0G avTod e0YOPLoTO AOTAD
Tod0g v
falling on face a feet his thanking  to him

NIV: He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.

You can see that gdyapiotdv (evyapiotém) means “give thanks to,” and hence is
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followed by the dative.

27.15 Atime designation in the dative specifies when something occurs (locative of time).

Matt 17:23 ] Tpitn NUéPQ gyepnoetan

to the third day he will be raised.

NET: On the third day he will be raised.

NLT: Three days later he will be raised from the dead.

When | was learning Greek, we called this the “dative of time when” to keep it separate from
the related use of the accusative.

27.16 The dative can indicate the idea of “with” (instrumental of association).

2 Cor 6:14 un yiveobe étepoluyodvteg  amiotolg

Not you become unequally yoked to unbelievers

ESV: Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.

Believers are not to be yoked in association with nonbelievers.

27.17  The dative can indicate the cause of an action (instrumental of cause).

Luke 15:17 ) 5¢ Mpéd 0de amoA v paL.
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| but to famine here | perish

But | am perishing here due to the famine.

ESV: | perish here with hunger.

NIV: Here | am starving to death!

The prodigal son was perishing, and the cause of his perishing was the famine.

27.18 The dative can indicate the manner in which something is done (instrumental of manner).

John 7:26 ToppN i AoAET

in boldness he speaks

NKJ: He speaks boldly.

The manner in which he was speaking was boldness.

Genitive

27.19 Sometimes the noun in the genitive is a larger unit, while its head noun represents a smaller
portion of it (partitive).

Rom 11:17 TIVEG TV KAAOWV

some of the branches
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some of the branches

The branches comprise the larger group, and twveg represents a
part of that group.

27.20 The substantive in the genitive gives an attribute of the head noun (attributive). As such, it is
similar to a simple adjective; however, it uses a substantive to in effect modify another
substantive, and it is more emphatic in its force than an adjective. This is a common contruction

and is sometimes called a Hebraic genitive as it reflects a Hebraic way of thinking. “Body of sin”
becomes “sinful body.”

Rom 6:6 Katapynoq 0 o g apoaptiog

abolished the body of sin

ESV: the body of sin might be brought to nothing

NIV: the body ruled by sin might be done away with

Some of these constructions can be tricky, since the translator must make up his or her
mind whether to use the “of” construction or to translate as an attributive. English does not
have the same ambiguity as the Greek genitive in this case.

1Tim1:11 xotd 10 g 00ENg  TOD pokopiov  Beod
gvayyEMov
according to the gospel of the glory of the blessed God

ESV: in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God
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NASB: according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God

NRSV: that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God

Is Paul saying that the gospel is glorious, or that the gospel is about the glory of
God? The first printings of the ESV read, “in accordance with the glorious gospel of
the blessed God.”

27.21 After comparative adjectives (TIOAUG, ioxupdg, etc.) you will often find a word in the genitive

(comparison).
Matt 6:25 oyl 1n yoym TAETOV goTv TS TPoPiig
not life more than is food

Is not life worth more than food?

27.22 The genitive can describe the content of the head term (content).

Col 2:3 névteg oi Onoovpol  ti|g coPiag Kol YVOOEWMG

all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge

All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge

The treasures are comprised of wisdom and knowledge; they are the content of

the treasures.
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27.23 The word in the genitive can indicate something that is separate from the head noun. It will
often use the helping word “from” (separation).

Eph 2:12 AmNALOTPLOUEVOL TG ToMtelag 00 Topani

being alienated of the commonwealth of the Israel

ESV: alienated from the commonwealth of Israel

27.24  The genitive can describe the kind of time, or the time within which, the head noun
takes place (time).

John 3:2 0010 NAOev npoOC adTOV VUKTOG.

he came to him of night

He came to him at night.

Nicodemus came to Jesus as one who comes in the night, either because
Pharisees studied at night or else Nicodemus did not want to be seen with Jesus
(hence, secretly).

Luke 18:12 VNoTEL® dlg tob cafpdrTov

| fast twice week

| fast twice a week.

The Pharisee fasts two times within the week.
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27.25 Some verbs take a direct object in the genitive. If you think through the meaning of the verb, you
will often see why this makes sense.

1Tim3:1 Ei TIg gMOKOTHG Opéyeton, KOAOD gpyov Embupel.
if anyone office ofaspires good work he desires
overseer

If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a good thing.

NLT: If someone aspires to be an elder, he desires an honorable position.

You can see that émbvuel (émbopéw) means “to be desirous of,” and hence is
followed by the genitive.

27.26 The next three categories are extremely important. They occur with a head noun that expresses
a verbal idea (i.e., the root of the noun can also occur as a verb). These three categories often
present the translator with significantly different interpretations.

27.27 Sometimes the word in the genitive functions as if it were the subject of the verbal idea implicit
in the head noun (subjective). In other words, if you can turn the head noun into a verb, the
word in the genitive would become its subject. You can use the helping word “produced” to help
identify this usage. The ambiguous “the love of Christ” becomes “The love produced by Christ,”
which means Christ’s love for us.

Rom 8:35  1ig MGG yopicet anod g aydnng  tod Xpiotod;

who us will separate  from thelove of Christ

NIV: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

Mounce, W. D. (2013). Greek for the Rest of Us: The Essentials of Biblical Greek, Second Edition. Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

Page 22. Exported from Logos Bible Software, 5:26 PM March 07, 2018.



https://www.logos.com/
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Ti3.1
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ro8.35

NLT: Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love?

27.28  The word in the genitive can function as the direct object of the verbal idea implicit in
the head noun (objective). This is the opposite of the subjective genitive. You can use the key
word “receives.” “The blasphemy received by the Spirit,” which would mean our blasphemy of

the Spirit.
Matt 12:31 n 10D TTvevpatog Proaconuio 00K apednoetan
The of the Spirit blasphemy not will beforgiven

The blasphemy of the Spirit will not be forgiven.

NIV: Blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.

27.29 Sometimes it appears that the word in the genitive is a combination of both the objective and
subjective genitive (plenary).

2 Cor5:14 1M &ydmn 100 Xp1otod OULVEYEL NUog

thelove of Christ constrains us

NASB: The love of Christ controls us (i.e., both my love for Christ and his love
for me).

NIV: For Christ’s love compels us.
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NLT: Whatever we do, it is because Christ’s love controls us.

The NIV and NLT view 1o XpiotoD as a subjective genitive.

27.30 A Genitive Absolute is a construction using a noun and a participle, both in the genitive. | will
discuss this in chapter 29 on participles.
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M or phology

28.1

28.2

28.3

284

28.5

28.6

28.7

2sg

3sg

1pl

Although our approach does not require you to be able to identify the parts of the Greek verb, it
can be helpful to understand the concepts.

The stem of a verb is the part of the verb that carries its basic meaning. The form AUoOEV means
“we destroy.” The stem is *Au (I put an asterisk in front of a stem). While it is possible for the
stem of a verb to undergo some changes, most of the changes are to the beginning and the
ending of the verb.

Greek often adds a connecting vowel between the stem of a verb and its personal ending. This
is to aid in pronunciation. For example, Aéyete means “You say.” The stem is *Agy, the
connecting vowel is the second €, and T€ is the second person plural personal ending.

In order to mark a verb as indicating a past event, an augment is added to the beginning of the
word. If the word begins with a consonant, the augment is an €, such as in Aéyw - €Aeyev, “I lose
- I was loosing.”

Some tenses use a tense formative like a 0 or a K that is placed between the word’s stem and
the connecting vowel/personal ending. ayamdw (I love) > ayarmow (I will love) > Aydmoa (I
loved) - Aydmnoa (I have loved).

Some of the more common verbs use totally different stems to form their different tense forms.
Epyopal (1 go) - éAeuoopan (I will go) = AABov (I went) - éAAAUBA (I have gone). The software
will parse these confusing forms properly, but you may notice they are significantly different.

There are many examples of verbal paradigms available for download from the online class.
Here is the present active indicative.

1sg Mo | loose
Aoelg You loose
AVeL He/she/it looses
Adopev We loose
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2 pl Abete You loose

3pl Avovoi(v) They loose

Present

28.8  The present tense can refer to a future event, and the fact that it is present tense emphasizes
the immediacy or certainty of the event (futuristic).

Rom 6:9 Xp1otodg gyepbeig €K VEKPAV OVKETL amoBvnioket
Christ having beenfrom dead never dies
raised

NASB: Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again.

NRSV: We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again.

Paul is convinced that Christ will never die, not now and not in the future.

Matt 26:45 1yyikev M dpa Kol 0 V10¢ TOD mapadidoTol
avBpamov
has come the hour and the son of man is betrayed

HCSB: The time is near. The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of
sinners.
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NRSV: The hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed.

Judas was on his way, and so technically the betrayal is still in the future when
Jesus says this, but the betrayal is certain.

Future

28.9  The future can state that a generic event will occur. It does not say that a particular occurrence
is in mind, but that such events do occur (gnomic).

Matt 4:4 ovK em’ apto pove {foetan 0 GvBpmmog

not on bread aone will live man

NASB: Man shall not live on bread alone.

NRSV: One does not live by bread alone.

Jesus is not thinking of one particular meal, but of how life should be.

I mperfect

28.10 The imperfect can describe what a person wishes to do (voluntative), tries to do (conative), or
almost does (tendential). Often it is difficult to tell the difference between these three, and, as
always, context is the guide.

Rom 9:3 noYoUNV yop avaBepa givo adTOC YD

I waswishing  for curse to be mysel f |
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NASB: For | could wish that | myself were accursed.

NLT: / would be willing to be forever cursed.

Gal 1:13 £dlmkov mv T0D Og0D Kol gmopbovv  avTV
gxkAnoiav
| wasthe church of God and | was destroying it
persecuting

NASB: | used to persecute the church of God ... and tried to destroy it.

ESV: | persecuted the church of God ... and tried to destroy it.

NET: | was persecuting the church of God ... and trying to destroy it.

Matt 3:14 0 0¢ Twdavvng SLEKMAVEY avTOV

the but John he was preventing him

NIV: But John tried to deter him.

ESV: John would have prevented him.

Aorist
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28.11  Punctiliar. One of the primary areas of confusion in Greek exegesis comes when people confuse
the Greek aorist with the English punctiliar aspect. The English punctiliar describes an action
that occurs in a single point of time. “The tidal wave hit the boat.” However, the Greek aorist is
not necessarily punctiliar. It tells you nothing about the action of the verb other than it
happened.

It is interesting that Luke’s version of Jesus’ statement on discipleship is a little different from
Mark’s. He says,

If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily, and
follow me. (Luke 9:23)

Luke includes the adverb “daily” to emphasize that the action of “taking up” occurs every day.
Does this contradict the Markan account (Mark 8:34) that simply says, “take up”? No. Both Mark
and Luke use the same undefined aspect—the aorist—when saying “take up.” The verb does not
specify the nature of the action; it merely says that it should occur. But Luke includes the adverb
“daily” to clarify that this action is a daily action. He could have just as easily used the
continuous aspect for “take up” and arrived at the same meaning.

Part of the misconception surrounding the aorist and its aspect is because it can be used
to describe a punctiliar action. However, such a verb is punctiliar not because it is an aorist but
because of the context and the meaning of the word. You will find this mistake in many
commentaries, so be careful.

Greek Passive
28.12 Sometimes context shows that when a verb is passive, God is doing the action of the verb (divine
passive).
Matt 5:4 poxéprot ol nevbobvieg, OtL avtol TopaKAN0fc0
VIOl
Blessed the mourning for they will be
comforted

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Comforted by whom? God.
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28.13 English style, however, prefers active verbs, and so many Greek passives are changed to actives
in the standard translations.

Matt 27:63 peta TPELG NUEPOG gyeipopoit.

after three days I will be raised

After three days I will be raised.

ESV: After three days I will arise.

When it comes to the resurrection, it is unfortunate that the theologically
rich passive is set aside for English style.

Neuter plural

28.14 A subject that is neuter plural can have a singular verb when the subject is being viewed as a
collective whole.

2Cor5:17 10 apyoio nopfiAdey, 6oV véyovev KO,

the old passed away behold has become new

NASB: The old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

ESV: The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

The “old” are the “old things” (plural) that all have passed away (singular).
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| mperative

29.13 There are three ways to state a command. The future indicative.

1Pet1:16 dyot £oeobe, ot EYm Gy16¢
holy you will be because | holy

NRSV: You shall be holy, for | am holy.

NIV: Be holy, because | am holy.

29.14 The present imperative commands an ongoing action.

Matt 3:2 petavoeite Ayywev Yop 1 Boactreia TOV 0VPOVDV.

repent has come near for the kingdom of heaven

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

29.15 The aorist imperative commands an undefined action.

Acts 2:38 petavonokai BorticOn Exactog vudy  Emi 0 ovouatt ‘Incod
aTe, M
repent and be baptized each of you in the name of Jesus

Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus.
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29.16 Sometimes the indicative and imperative are identical in form in the second person plural. In
John 14:1 Jesus says,

John 14:1 motedete  €ig Tov Beov kol el gue TOTEVETE.

you believe  in God and in me you believe

NRSV: Believe in God; believe also in me.

NIV: You believe in God; believe also in me.

MoTEVETE can be either indicative or imperative. The translator will have made a
decision, but you can see how difficult this passage is to exegete, especially when
you add in that the indicative is used for statements and questions (“Do you believe
in God?”).

Other examples are 1 Cor 12:31 and 14:1, but these are most likely imperatives. This does not
happen frequently; it was just fun to point it out.

I nfinitive

29.17 The infinitive is always indeclinable. When it is preceded by the article, it is neuter singular and
is declined according to the function of the infinitive. For example, if the infinitive is the subject,
the article will be in the nominative case.

2 Cor9:1 mEPIGGOV poi £0TLV 10 Ypaoe VUiv.

superfulous tome is towrite toyou

To write to you is unnecessary for me.

Mounce, W. D. (2013). Greek for the Rest of Us: The Essentials of Biblical Greek, Second Edition. Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Page 32. Exported from Logos Bible Software, 5:26 PM March 07, 2018.



https://www.logos.com/
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn14.1
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn14.1
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Co12.31
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Co14.1
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.2Co9.1

NIV: There is no need for me to write to you.

29.18 Articular infinitive and preposition. When the infinitive is preceded by a preposition and the
article, there are specific rules of translation. This is the most difficult use of the infinitive and
the most idiomatic. Any attempt to translate word for word must be abandoned because we
have no construction like it in English. The translator sees what the phrase means in Greek and
then says the same thing in English.

Below I have listed the preposition and have italicized the word in the translation that translates
the preposition. All of the pronouns below that act as the subject of the infinitive are accusative.
Remember: the infinitive uses an accusative word as if it were the subject (although the word in
the accusative is optional).

MeTd indicating antecedent time (i.e., the infinitive happened before the main verb)
META TO BAéwan TOV I noolv ToUg auapTwAOUG, EKAQUCEV.
After Jesus saw the sinners, he wept.
év indicating contemporaneous time
0 KUPIOG KPIVET NUAG év T() EpXeaBal aUTOV TIIAIV.
The Lord will judge us when he comes again.
PO indicating prior time (i.e., the infinitive happened after the main verb)
0 ’'Inoolc AyamNoev APAG TPO ToU yvGval AUES aUTov.
Jesus loved us before we knew him.
Oid indicating reason or cause
0°1noolc xaprioeTal did TO BAETEIV AUTOV OTI AyaTUEY AUTOV.
Jesus will rejoice because he sees that we love him.
eicindicating purpose
KaBiw v TG va €iG TO AkoUelv e TOV Adyov 1ol Beol.
| sit in the temple in order that | might hear the word of God.
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TPAg indicating purpose
KnpeUooouev TOV elayyéAlov TIPOG TO BAEWal UUAG TRV GARBeIav.
We proclaim the gospel so that you may see the truth.
29.19 There are multiple ways to express purpose using the infinitive.

M The simple infinitive

Matt 5:17 Mn vopionte 61t MOov KATOADGOLTOV VOOV T ToVg
TPOPNTOG
not think that | came to abolish  thelaw or the prophets

Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets.

The purpose of Jesus’ coming was not to abolish the Hebrew Scriptures.

B The articular infinitive with the article in the genitive case (T00).

Acts 3:2 ¢tiBovv ka6’ nuépav  mpog v BOpav T0d  igpobtod aitelv Elenpochd
%1%
he wasevery day at the door of the templeto askfor ~ ams
placed

NRSV: People would lay him daily at the gate of the temple ... so that he could ask for

alms.

The lame man was placed by the gate for the purpose of asking for alms.

B cigT6and the infinitive
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Matt TOPASMDGO OTOV T01g elg 70 gumoitonl kol Welegahole;

20:19 (Y £bveowv o
hand over him to theinto the mocked and flogged
Gentiles

NRSV: They will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged.

Jesus was handed over for the purpose of being mocked and flogged.

B T1POG 16 and the infinitive

Matt 5:28 6 PAémwv yovdike  7TPOG T0 gmbopufcaavtnv ubil éuoiyevoe
1 v
the onewoman to the lust her already committed
looking at adultery

ESV: Everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed
adultery with her.

It is looking with intent that constitutes sin.

29.20  Aninfinitive can stand in apposition to a substantive (appositional). The infinitive usually
gives a specific example of the broader category expressed by the head noun.

James 1:27 Opnokeio  av gotiv, EMOKENTES OPPUVOLS Kol YNPOG
B
religion...  this is to visit orphans and widows
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This is pure and undefiled religion, to visit orphans and widows.

True religion shows itself in many ways. One way is to visit those rejected by society.

29.21 A similar use of the infinitive is the epexegetical. Instead of defining the head noun
(appositional), the epexegetical infinitive “clarifies, explains, or qualifies a noun or adjective”
(BNTS, 263). The epexegetical infinitive cannot stand on its own as a substitute for the head
noun; the appositional can.

1 Cor 7:39 €levBépa €otiv o 0éler youn0fvarpovov &v Kupim.

$

free sheis towhom  shewishes tomarry  only in Lord

NIV: She is free to marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord.

She is free in respect to marriage.
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