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It’s Sunday Morning at church and you 
hear some one read . . . 
Proverbs 29:18a (ESV)  
18 Where there is no prophetic vision the people 

cast off restraint,    
 
And the sermon proports that without vision, the 

church will not grow,  … 
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But,   as you read your  
Bible,  you read . . . 
Proverbs 29:18a (NIV)  
18 Where there is no revelation, people cast off 

restraint;  

What Is the point here? 
Does prophet vision, ie, planning  
lead us to church growth ? 
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An overview of the Translation Process 

Original Text 

Authors 
Intended 
Meaning 

Target Text 

Reader’s 
Understood 
Meaning 
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Performing Proper Word Studies 

Cognate Languages 
Ancient Translations 
Other Hebrew Lit. 
Old Testament 
Same Genre 
Same Author 
Same Book 
Target Text 
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Why  do your own word studies 

1. Your references books may not specifically 
address your passage-word combination. 
 

2. You will be better able to recognize careful 
research in commentaries and word study 
books you may use. 



7 

Gk101 – Introduction to Hebrew and Greek - Fall 2014 

Week 08 – Oct 23, 2014 

Looking at the steps #1 

• 1) Identify the word in our passage to study.  Look 
for words that are: 
–  crucial to the passage 
– Repeated 
– Figures of speech 
– Unclear, puzzling, or difficult. (clue – many translations) 

2. Identify the Hebrew word. 
3. Frame your question – What are you hoping to 

understand. 



8 

Gk101 – Introduction to Hebrew and Greek - Fall 2014 

Week 08 – Oct 23, 2014 

Example Step #1    

Proverbs 29:18a (ESV)  
18 Where there is no prophetic vision the people 

cast off restraint,    
 

 
Target -  VISION 
Hebrew – זוֹן  חָ֭
Strongs – 2377,  GK – 2606 
Usage 35x 
 

MCD - vision, revelation, a message 
from God, with a possible focus on the 
visual aspects of the message 
 
 STRONG a sight (ment.), i.e. a dream, 
revelation, or oracle:— vision. 
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Beware – a family of Greek or English words may not all be made from the same 
ROOT word in Hebrew.    This impacts both translation from and interpretation of. 
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