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Can You Read This? 



3 

Gk101 – Introduction to Hebrew and Greek - Fall 2014 

Week 07 – Oct 16, 2014 

Early Hebrew  
         did not write their vowel sounds. 
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The Messorites (~500-600AD)  
introduced vowel pointing as used today. 
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Long (large) Vowels 

Qamets 
 
 a  
as in father 
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Long (large) Vowels 

Tsere 
 
 e  
as in they 
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Long (large) Vowels 

Holem 
 
 o  
as in role 
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Long Vowels Practice 

 בָ  דֵ  גֹ 

Pronounce the consonant First,  and then add the vowel ! 

Qamets  Tsere  Holem 

Bah Deh Go  
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Short  Vowels 

Pathach 
 
 a  
as in father 
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Short Vowels 

Seghol 
 
 e  
as in they 
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Short Vowels 

Hireq 
 
 i  
as in machine 
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Short Vowels 

Qamets Hatuf  
 
 o  
as in hole 
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Short Vowels 

Qibbuts 
 
 u  
as in brute 
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Short Vowels Practice 

 בַ  דֶ  גִ  כָ  לֻ 

Pronounce the consonant First,  and then add the vowel ! 

Pathach  - Seghol - Hireq  - Qamets Hatuf - Qibbuts 

Bah Deh Gee  Koh Lu 
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