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THE KEY PASSAGE IN _
LAMENTATIONS IS 3:/9-24, WHERE
THE SPEAKER AFFIRMS THAT i
BELIEF IN GOD’S MERCY AND
FAITHFULNESS ISTHE KEYTO A
RESTORED RELATIONSHIP WITH
GOD. THIS FACT IS TRUE EVEN FOR
PEOPLE WHO HAVE MERITED AND
RECEIVED GOD'’S JUDGMENT (1:/8).
HOPE, NOT DESPAIR, IS THE FINAL
WORD IN LAMENTATIONS.
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LAMENTATIONS

Historical Setting:

Lamentations describes the results of Babylon’s destruction of Jerusalem in 587 b.c. in
vivid (though stylized) detail. The book has the flavor of personal experience and
eyewitness testimony, particularly in the descriptions of death and starvation in 4:1-22.
Though it is possible that a long time passed between the destruction and the book’s
composition, there is no compelling reason to accept this conclusion. Since temple
worship had begun again by 520-516 b.c. (during the time of Haggai and Zechariah), it
is likely that the mourning for the city and temple had reached its height before then.
The date of the writing of Lamentations probably falls between 587 and 516 b.c., with a
time earlier in the era being more likely.

Purpose

Lamentations was most likely written to be prayed or sung in worship services devoted
to asking God’s forgiveness and seeking restoration to a covenant relationship with God.
Such observances began as early as the months after the temple’s destruction in 587 b.c.
(Jer. 41:4-5). They continued when the temple was rebuilt during Zechariah’s time (c.
520 b.c.; see Zech. 7:3-5; 8:19). As time passed, Lamentations was read and sung as
part of annual observances related to remembering the temple’s destruction.




THE OPEN]N G WORD "HOW”

~* The opening word often used in Biblical
texts for laments and funerals

Much like today’s




~* Chapters 1,2 and 4 are simple multiline

acrostics
— Chapter 1 and 2 have 22 stanzas where each

stanza is made up of 3 lines, and is identified as
s a verse. Each succeeding stanza starts with the
g next letter in the (Hebrew) alphabet. 3
ﬁ‘: — Chapter 4 is just like chapters 1 and 2 except_’
E | that it has 2 line stanzas.




ACROS’ TIC FORM — CHAPTER /
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~* Chapter 3 has the acrostic letter repeated
for each of the lines in the verse. :

— Chapter 3 has 22 - 3 line verses (66 total) with -
each line in the verse repeating the opening

letter and each following 3 line stanza startin"
with the next letter in the alphabet. -




ACROS’ TIC FORM — CHAPTER 3
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UNDERS TAND]NG THE BASIC MOVEMENT

* Chapters 1-2 are the least Acrostic

These relate the horrible defeat at the hands of Babylon. People, property, community and hope have been lost.

* Chapter 3 is the most Acrostic

An individual counsels Jerusalem of the justice of what He has endured, and the way to come to trust in God’s
faithfulness.

* Chapter 4 returns to the form of chapters
1-2 but has a tighter spacing ;

Jerusalem continues to question the justice — but admits her sin and takes comfort that the pain will end.
The two line acrostic form conveys protest, but not as much as the 3 line in chapters 1-2

* Chapter 5is a community lament
paralleling the individuals thoughts in
Chapter 3

Jerusalem now cries out to God casting all her future on him. Chapter 5 is for community what chapter 3 is 1
individual — the whole community has come to accept what the individual in chapter 3 advised.
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EVEL | How Lonely Sits the City (1:1-22)

= l ~Il. God Has Set Zion under a Cloud
s (2:1-22)

1. | Am The Man Who Has Seen Affliction Iez
(3:1-66) |




s ~ A. Jerusalem’s Devastation (1:1-11)
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The Effects of God’s punishment (2:1-10)
The need to cry out to God (2:11-19)

Jerusalem asks God to see and act
(2:20-22)




llj M THE MAN WHO HAS SEEN AFFLICTION (3:/-66)
Y A. Enduring suffering, experiencing
: 2 ~ faithfulness (3:1-24)

C B. Responding to God’s goodness and
sovereignty (3:25-39)

Praying for renewal (3:40-47)




LEVEL
A

IV, HOW THE GOLD HAS GROWN DIM (4:1-22)

The suffering of Jerusalem’s children
(4:1-10)

God’s punishing of Jerusalem’s religious
leaders (4:11-16)

The power of Jerusalem’s Enemies
(4:17-20)

The end of Jerusalem’s suffering (4:21-
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V. RESTORE

US TO YOURSELFE, O LORD (5:/-22)

LEVEL :
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- “= B. The woes Jerusalem has faced (5:2-18)

Opening Petition (5:1)

A concluding prayer for restoration
(5:19-22)




